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OBSESSION WITH DETAILS IS A KROGEN FAMILY TRADITION,
AS EVIDENCED BY THE 49 EXPRESS YACHT. ‘
|




To avoid imduced vibration, Krogen spec-
ifies the Aquadrive system, which in-
<ludes a damper to absorb driveline
vibration and constant-velocity joints to
accommodate misalignment. {Indeed,
Aguadrive actually specifies that the
drive line be slightly out of alignment to
maintain constant tension on the sys-
temn.} Propeller thrust is absorbed by a
bearing whose case bolts separately to
the stringers. Because the engines bear
no thnust, extra-soft engine mounts can
he used to further reduce vibration.

Having the engines under the pilot-
house also yields an engine room with
six-foot headroom plus accessihility to
all mechanicals and maintenance
points. But there is a disadvantage: The
only way to pull an engine or genset
{which nestles hetween the thrust bear-
ings) is to drag it through a removable
panel in the engine room’s aft bulkhead,
into the lazarette, and then up through
the aft deck sole.

To ensure constant trim regardless of
fluid load, twin 300-gallon fuel and 150-
gallon water tanks are amidship and
outhoard of the engines. Everything—
and I do mean everything—in the
engirie room is sheathed in perforated-
aluminum acoustical insulation, which
(along with an underwater exhaust
systern) works well, as our sound-level
readings al the hridge helm never ex-
ceeded 76 dB-A. Access to this space is
via a watertight door on the accom-

moedations level, but a hatch in the galley sole offers entrance to
the aft compartment in which the genset and thrust bearings
are located.

Spaciousness is not limited to the 49's mechanical spaces. Like
the Manatee, the Express is ditnensioned to ensure you and your
guests never feel cramped. The cockpit is roughly 6 feet long
and uncommonly safe thanks to three-foot-high bulwarks. Full-
length, 1-foot-wide side decks are just as safe, being protected
by a tall rail, a two-inch-high toerail, and plenty of handholds.
The raii is welded on top but interference-{it to each stanchion
for easy repiacernent.

Because of the elevation gain between cockpit and foredeck,
side-deck steps are required, a foot-high one at the cockpit and
a smaller one just forward of the port and starboard pilothouse
doors. This sorewhat slows fore-aft travel, but the foredeck is vir-
tually flat and offers room for two to work rode and dock lines;
two anchors nest comfortably on the two-foot-wide pulpit.
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Top: On our test boat, the forward master stateroom was the
main sleeping one. Center: The forward galley is U-shape wita
pilothouse access to port. Bottom: The pilothouse offers superb

sightlines, side-deck access, and an elevated couch and table.



Nearly two feet off the deck, the house roof is also big, wide, vir-
rually flat, and property surfaced. A third small deck atop the
pilothouse is perfect for holding homs, antennas, and such.
The 49's other major exterior space, the flying bridge, 1s acces-
sible only from the pilothouse, The helm area is just eight feet
wide, the remaining width token up by narrow side decks that
don’t oppear to be particularly useful. However, there is still
room for a half-dozen passengers, and sightlines forword and to

either side are excellent. The view aft is limited by the 12-foot-
long aft deck. At 10' feet wide (the side decks below are not cov-

The comfortable flying bridge is accessible from the pilothouse.

ered by it), it has plenty of room for a tender and davit. A mast
carries the radar {a safe and efficent seven feet off the deck) and
flags and is hinged so it can dip for low bridges.

Unlike Krogen's displacement boats, which are finished in
teak, the Express is all cherty, flawlessly crafted and finished.
Being semicustom, the 49 offers a variety of plans, but basically
you get an eight-foot-long saloon that's wrapped in glass on

three sides. Like every other interior space, it has extracrdinary
headroom: 6'9 . Qur test boat offered an L-shape couch and tri-
fold dining table to storboard and two occasionol chairs to port.

Forward and separated from the solcon by a woist-high par-
tition, the U-shape galley has a single, deep sink aft, a four-
burner Jenn-Air caoktop and separate oven to starboard, and
full-size refrigerator torward. There are plenty of cabinets, a love-
ly round port on each side, and a beautiful bookcase en the port
side, complete with removoble sea rails. Also on the forward side
ore the electrical distribution panels, hinged for easy access. In-
side, the wiring is so carefully routed ond bundled, it displays the
geomelric beauty of o cubist painting.

The pilothouse is fully forward on this level and offers 270-de-
gree visibility and good sightlines forward despite the 49's high
bow. An elevated six-foot-wide benchseat and small table on
the aft bulkhead can convert to a berth; our test boat had no
seat for the helmsman. There's plenty of room for bracket-
mounted electronics thanks to the expansive flat surfaces, and
the main gauge panel flips open for both stowage and wiring
access. A subpanel provides switches for lights, purnps, and the
like.

QOur test boat had two statercotns on the lower level, the for-
ward a master with en suite head and stall shower plus a star-
board space that functions as an office but with a couch that
quickly converts to a double berth. A separate port=side head is at
the foot of the companionway and so makes an ideal day head.

AsIstepped off our 49 Krogen, [ marveled at how different the
Express is from the Manatee yet how much they share a
common philosophy. Although I didn’t have a chance to meet
with Kurt Krogern, | realized that he, teo, was much like his
father. That being the case, 1 decided not to call him with the test
results. O
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PMY TESTED: KROGEN 49 EXPRESS
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SPECIFICATIONS

LOA: 45°6"; Beam: 14", Draft: 410" Max-
imum headroam: 65°; Weightz < £ 1] s
Fuel capudity: 500 ol Waler capadity: 300
e ; Test emgines: ;"3 5Hp Conepilor 31 1414
et wdeentts, Transmissfon; [wi [ Rotio:

FI01; Props: 2607 e biods Wibe!, Steering:
Wyrene brpdeusc; Contrade: Maother; NAE
dectont: Trim tabs: Bervert, Optional equip-
ment on test boat: none (emicysiom boat)
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750 SB{50) 15 383333 2070 1800 5B
1000 83{(72) 24 350(3.04) 1888 1601 44
1250 9508.3) 46 205(1.78) 1Lt0s %61 TO0
1500 108(%3 78 1380200 7 &7 71
1750 11.5(10.0) 106 1.08(094) 586 0% 72
2000 130113 1746 07A064 39 W7 0T
250 1551350 240 0.65(056) 34y 303 M4
2500 1730500 320 0540040 W 3 7S
750 JOB(1A0) 4R 0541049 304 15 T4

Condifioen: Wempainture: 77 bumidty, WX, wind: |5 18 mpk; vee: 73",
lopad: boll buel, % waler, 2 pevuoms, mid gior. Speeds me two-way overoges
mieasewed wySioker indoy qun. GPY mesimed with Coterpilar fue! flow gear
Raorspe: 9%, of sdbvertned Tued ropariey, Decibels meonured n & sceln 85 dB i
thi level af normal somveralion,
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